St. Vincent de Paul School

What’s happening?

September 10
Back-to-School Night for Grades
PreK-8, 7pm

September 11
First Friday Gathering
First Day for Advanced Band, 3-4

September 15, Tuesday
Mass, 9am
Full Dress Uniforms

September 16
MAP Reading Testing
Grades 2-8

St. Vincent School Sweatshirt/
T-shirt and Jeans Day

September 17
MAP Math Testing
Grades 2-8

Parent Association Meeting, 7pm
Social Time, 6:30pm

September 18
Individual Picture Day

September 22
St. Vincent School Sweatshirt/
T-shirt and Jeans Day

September 23
Mass, 9am
Full Dress Uniforms

“If God

is the center
of your life,
no words

are necessary.
Your mere
presence will
touch hearts.”

St. Vincent de Paul

30527 8th Ave. S. Federal Way, WA 98003
253-839-3532 £253-946-1247 www.stvs.us

September 10, 2026 23rd Week in Ordinary Time
Dear Families,

We have completed 11 days of the school year so there are only 170 teaching days left
in the school year. On my! I wonder if everyone feels the same sense of urgency as I
do. We have so much to teach and so little time to do it.

Parents, even though our teachers are doing everything they can to teach as much
content as possible, we can really use your help. How? Read, read, read. Children need
time to read books and to see parents reading books. Many recent studies on children’s
reading indicate that students are not reading as much as they should outside of school
and are not reading as well as students in the past. Reading for 20 minutes a day 5 days
a week exposes a child to about 1.8 million words per year, compared to just 282,000
words for a child who reads only 5 minutes a day.*

Our middle school students are required to complete “outside reading” pages each
trimester and younger ones should read alone or with a parent 15-20 minutes each
night. These requirements are still not enough. If it’s not already a priority at home, I
encourage you to make reading a family priority this year.

NEW Extended Care Phone Number

If you use our before or after school Extended Care Program, please put the Extended
Care phone number, 253-263-2582, in your cell phone. This number is available for
parents who may be running late or have an emergency.

Carpool Time

Both morning and afternoon carpools are going smoothly these first days of school.
The afternoon carpool will clear more quickly after a couple of weeks. When arriving
in the morning, please drive at an appropriate speed and watch for children between
cars. Please arrive before 8:25 in the morning.

Uniforms

Uniforms are looking great! We still have a few students needing shoes that meet
guideline colors. Shoes worn with uniforms need to be plain black, white, or gray or a
combination of those colors.

Charleston Wrap Sale

This fundraiser runs for a month and starts on September 28th. Anyone can participate
in this fundraiser. You may receive up to 40% of the value of some of the items
purchased which goes towards your fundraising goal.

Parents of 6th graders, you may use your earnings from this fundraiser to help offset
the camp fee for your child. We are expecting the camp fee to be at least $500/student.

Please see volunteer opportunities and an employment opportunity on page 2.
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St. Theresa and St. Vincent, pray for us.
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A parish school forming children to be faith-filled Catholics, to have a joy for learning, and to be responsible members of our community.



Volunteer Opportunities! We love our volunteers! Thank you!
Be sure your background check is current and that you have completed (or are scheduled to take) the Safe Environment Training.
Check this by going to virtusonline.org.

Note Taker for our Parent Association Meetings!

We are looking for someone who with note taking skills to take notes at our Parent Meetings. You would need to attend the
meetings, take notes, and send a typed copy to Mrs. Stewart within 2-3 days for review. After review, the notes will be sent to
parents.

Print Name phone email

Help to Clean the Loft in the Gym!

On Saturday mourning, October 17th, we need 4-5 dads with trucks who would be willing to help Mrs. Stewart clean and organize
the loft in the gym. We would need to remove old drama troupe props, wood, backdrops, and paint and take to everything to the
dump. Children will not be allowed to help with this or be present while we are doing this work.

Print Name phone email

Join our Recess Volunteer Team!
Keep the recess time fun and safe for all students!

Recess times: ~ 10:00-10:30 _ 12:00-1:10 1:452 ™M T W_Th F

Join our Penny’s Park Playground Team!

Keep the play area clean and safe! On your assigned monthly weekend, you would pick up any trash and rake or turn bark as
needed, use a blower to blow off the sidewalk that goes up to the blacktop, the driveway between the building and the park, and the
entryways, report any safety concerns to Mrs. Stewart, and check the play area for fallen branches as soon as possible after any
storms.

Print Name phone email

Join our Gardening Team!

If you like to do yardwork, we can use help with gardens around the gym and social hall. The bark in the garden by the entry way
needs to be fluffed up a bit and the leaves under the rhododendrons by the front door need to be raked up. Our gardens need tending
all year long.

Print Name phone email

If you would like to volunteer, please return this form to Mrs. Stewart or send her an email.

Employment Opportunity

Gym Monitor

We are looking for an additional gym monitor to begin working in October. The position shares covering CYO
basketball/volleyball practices on Monday—Friday evenings from 4-8:30pm. Commitment to some Saturday games
here at St. Vincent’s is necessary. Please contact Mrs. Stewart if you are interested.

*NESCA Neuropsychology & Education Services for Children & Adolescents



