5th grade Summer
Reading
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To prevent the “summer slide” and to prepare for the reading
habits expected in 5th grade, you will choose one of the two
selected books below. You can read both if you like.
Recommendations as you read
Take your time

e You have plenty of time to read these books, so read at a pace
where you will have a good understanding of what you read.
Try 20-30 minutes at a time.

Don’t wait until the last minute!

e Allow yourself enough time to read the book. Each option

should only take 1-2 weeks of consistent, daily reading.
Take notes!

e Please complete the attached notes as you read because this
will help build your reading comprehension skills as well as
help you refer back to the points in the book when you return
in August. You will be expected to take a test at the
beginning of the year, so your summaries will help you
review. 2-3 sentence summaries for each chapter should be
enough.

Keep track of characters

e Any time a character is introduced, write down their name

and their role in the story




Books

The BFG The Watsons Go to
Roald Dahl Birmingham - 1963

Christopher Paul Curtis

A young girl befriends a kind-hearted giant, Genre: Historical Fiction
and the two of them work together to stop
the evil, child-eating giants.

Genre: Fantasy

10-year-old Kenny and his family take a trip
from Flint, Michigan to Birmingham, AL.
While in Birmingham, the family witnesses
the effects of a critical event in the Civil
Rights Movement.

Themes: friendship, good vs. evil,
communication, justice, dreams

Themes: family, friendship, race, social
justice, coming-of-age
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